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Searching for New Opportunities to Serve  --------   Fred OÕDonnell, President

Dear  Chapter  Members

With  the  election  of  new  o!cers  for  the  chapter , we say goodbye  to  Bill  McLaughlin , Marion  Braum , and  Deann  

Harrington .  Bill  will  remain  on  the  Executive  Board  as the  Immediate  Past President  and  will  continue  to  serve  in  an 

advisory  capacity .  Deann  and  Lynn  will  move  on  to  other  adventures  and  I’m  sure  will  continue  to  serve  the  chapter  

and  Habitat  in  some  capacity .

Deann  has done  a wonderful  job  as the  Vice President , Build  Coordinator .  Most  of  us have no  idea  what  it  takes  to  

put  together  a successful  build ; the  many  hours  of  phone  calls  and  coordination  that  it  takes  to  prepare  the  ground  

for  our  arrival  at  a build  site .  Deann  did  it  all ; never  complained  but  somehow  got  the  job  done .  I personally  thank  

you , Deann  for  all  you  have done  for  our  team .

We also  say “thank  you ” to  Marion , our  Vice President  for  Communications .  The  newsletter  that  Marion  has been  

responsible  for  has become  an important  tool  that  we have come  to  depend  upon  to  keep  abreast  of  what  is 

happening  in  the  chapter .  I have edited  a newsletter  and  know  the  many  hours  it  takes  to  put  one  together .  While  

the  editor  doesn ’t  write  the  articles , the  editor  has to  often  bend  arms  to  get  those  responsible  for  the  writing  to  do  

so .  Deadlines  have to  be met , calls  have to  be made  and  articles  formatted  and  put  in  some  intelligent  form  that  

people  want  to  read .  Marion  had  done  just  that  and  done  a great  job  making  sense  of  the  material  we have provided  

her .  Thank  you  Marion  for  all  you  have done .  Tom  now  assumes  the  editor  role  but  I have a feeling  that  Marion  will  

continue  to  have her  imprint  on  the  newsletter .

What can you  expect  for  your  President  and  Executive  Board  over  the  next  two  years?  Good  question  and  one  that  

deserves  an equally  as good  an answer .  I made  the  decision  to  run  for  President  after  careful  consideration  of  what  I 
had  to  o"er the  chapter .  I believe  that  my  answer  will  Þnd  favor  with  most ; may  Þnd  concern  with  some ; and  

ambivalence  with  a few .  

I believe  that  we need  to  change  the  way we do  business ; we need  to  seek  new  ways to  encourage  growth  of  the  

chapter ; we need  to  Þnd  new  opportunities  to  serve  those  in  need . 

We need  to  look  at  the  Alternate  Spring  Break program  involving  college  students .  Over  the  annual  spring  break  

period , more  than  one  hundred  thousand  college  students  give  up  their  spring  break  to  work  for  local  a!liates  of  

Habitat  for  Humanity .  A!liates  need  help  during  that  period .  A!liates  need  experienced  builders  to  lead  and  guide  

these  eager  strong  bodies  building  homes .  We can o"er our  building  and  life  experiences  to  young  men  and  women  

who  for  the  most  part  are the  ages of  our  grandchildren  and  they  respect  us and  listen  to  our  guidance .

We need  to  look  for  other  opportunities  to  apply  the  building  skills  of  our  members  to  serve  those  in  need  other  

than  Habitat  for  Humanity .  New organizations  have been  created  that  serve  disabled  Iraq /Afghanistan  war  veterans  

in  need  of  handicap  accessible  homes .  I believe  this  is something  that  we can support  that  can make  a di"erence  in  

a family ’s life .

contÕd on Pg 3  . . .         



2010 - 2011 BUILD SCHEDULE                                    Dave Fridline, VP Build Coordinator  

2010 Builds
Bend, OR – August 16 to 27, 2010.  Team Leaders:  Alan and Cheryl Schmiedt  --  Sign-ups open on May 6, 
2010. Phone (574) 202-3796 or email: aschmied@bnin.net

We still are unable to find a build site following the GLASS Rally.

 

2011 Builds
Americus, GA Ð March 21 to April 1, 2011. Team Leaders needed.
   

PLEASE, PLEASE KEEP YOUR E-MAIL UP TO DATE WITH THE CHAPTER SECRETARY so we can keep you informed 

as builds develop between newsletters.

SIGN-UP PROCEDURE Ð   Sign-ups will be listed for each build.  All sign-ups will be accepted after 10:00 A.M. EST,  on 
the day stated by the Team Leader via phone or e-mail.

BUILD PARTICIPANT CANCELLATIONS Ð If you find a need to cancel after acceptance on a build 
team, please call the same person you signed up with to cancel.  Thank you.

MY CONTACT INFORMATION:  !   (585)739-6808    or e-mail:  dandnjfrid@live.com
                                                                

                                                                        
 Let’s Build Together,  Dave Fridline

!  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  

MEMBERSHIP  REPORT      

Toda y we ha ve 145 activ e members, 60 were remo ved April 1, 2010, for 
expired dues or declining to renew for v arious reasons.
 
Last y ear, our chapter submitted all 5 free memberships. One of those, told 
me that they had recruited two more new members. This y ear one member 
has already recruited a new member for our Chapter's "Doz en Does It". I 
am turning o ver the the 5 free certificates that were giv en to the Chapter , to  
Kay Piper , y our new VP-Membership . So , if y ou ha ve somebody in mind for a  
free y ear of membership in FMCA, contact K ay. You will be getting those 
dues reminders from her , I wish her good luck.               

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Dave

Send digital photos that you’ve taken 

of HFH Builds to tom@braum.com so 

they can be included in the next 

Newsletter!  

CHANGE IS INEVITABLE - WHAT DO YOU DO?

All changes to personal information, addresses,          
e-mails, etc., should be sent to the secretary at 
fmcahfhst08.hotmail.com or by snail mail to our 
Chapter address at 3590 Round Bottom Road, 
Cincinnati, OH 45244.



President ’s Letter  continued :

I have been  told  that  FMCA members  must  be a member  of  our  chapter  before  they  can build  with  the  chapter .  While  I 
cannot  Þnd  any mention  of  that  requirement  in  our  By-Laws or  Standing  Rules, I think  we should  open  our  builds  to  any 

FMCA member  who  wants  to  participate .  After  their  Þrst  build , then  we should  require  chapter  membership  before  a second  

build .  Some have argued  that  the  cost  of  membership  is minimal  and  shouldn ’t  be a major  obstacle  for  anyone .   Most  FMCA 

members  belong  to  multiple  chapters  and  added  together , annual  dues  can be a signiÞcant  amount  of  money .    Potential  

members  would  like  to  know  what  value  will  be gained  for  the  dollars  they  spend  before  committing .  I think  we can a"ord  to   

wait  for  a potential  member  to  decide  if  joining  our  chapter  holds  the  value  we all  believe  it  does . 

Following  the  general  membership  meeting , I felt  compelled  to  do  something  that  I found  quite  distasteful ; I cancelled  the  

Farmington  Build .  Most  of  you  know  that  the  Las Cruces  Build  was cancelled  because  the  a!liate  was unable  to  provide  any 

meaningful  work  for  the  6 coach  team  that  would  require  more  than  a day  or  two .  Deann  Harrington  immediately  began  a 

search  for  another  build  site  and  was successful  in  Þnding  the  Farmington , NM a!liate .  Farmington  needed  an experienced  

team  to  Þnish  framing  and  to  set  trusses .

When I gathered  the  team  members  after  the  general  membership  meeting , I quickly  realized  that  two  problems  existed .  

First , I only  had  10 chapter  members  and  secondly , of  those  10, only  7 were  physically  capable  of  handling  trusses .  For those  

of  you  who  have set  trusses  without  a crane  or  lift , you  know  that  physical  strength  is paramount  and  without  adequate  

numbers , you  run  the  risk  of  someone  getting  hurt .  I could  not  take  that  chance  and  cancelled .  This  brings  me  to  the  next  

topic ; ambivalence  or  lack  of  volunteers  for  builds .

Ambivalence  is a problem  for  our  chapter  and  FMCA.  We are not  alone , this  is a problem  that  is part  of  human  nature .  It  
impacts  our  chapter  in  the  lack  of  response  we get  in  attempting  to  put  together  a build  team .  Maybe  the  problem  lies  in  our  

expectations  of  our  members  but  I feel  that  as a nation  we have become  more  concerned  with  ourselves  and  what  is best  for  

us ; not  what  we might  do  to  help  others .  If  we can Þnd  the  strength  to  set  aside  our  personal  concerns  and  problems  for  a 

moment  and  o"er help  to  someone  else , the  rewards  comes  back  to  us tenfold .   

Thank  you  for  the  conÞdence  you  have placed  in  me  by  electing  me  as your  President .  I pray  that  I will  not  disappoint  you .

Fred O’Donnell

!  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !

   Treasurer’s report:        

Wells Fargo Accounts:     Americus - Project Code 1108012  

Balance as of 12-1-09   $11,491.06   Balance as of 11-30-09  $4,798.01

Income           766.45   Income          732.80

Expenses           (223.47)   Withdrawals              0.00

Balance as of 3-2-2010    $12,034.04   Balance as of 3-2-2010    $5,530.81



This quilt made b y Arlene K aminski from Habitat T -Shirts w as r affled at 
the FMCA Con vention in Albuquerque.  It w as won b y a Chapter 
Member:

  Marilyn Hudson

The r affle added appro ximately $300 to our build fund. 

There were enough shirts sent to Arlene to mak e on a SECOND Quilt 
for Our Chapter , so be w atching for the announcement.  

Thank y ou, Arlene!

!  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !

FMCA CHAPTER:  HABITAT FOR HUMANITY®
Condensed Minutes of GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 2010 - ALBUQUERQUE, NM

The meeting  was called  to  order  at 3:08  PM. The  usual  ceremonies  and 
introductions  were made by President,  Bill  McLaughlin  and  Alan  Schmiedt.  
Minutes  of  Perry  GeorgiaÕs meeting  were  approved  as written in  our 
newsletter.

In  lieu  of  the  treasurerÕs report,  John Harder  gave the  2009  Audit  Report 
which  was  a balance  of  $11,721.80  in  Wells Fargo  and  $5,035.43  in 
Project  Code 1108012  at HFHI in  Americus.    These balances  were  as of 
Fiscal  Year End 12-31-09.   John and  Nancy  Jo Fridline  had  reviewed  the 
financials.  Motion  to  accept  the  Audit  Report  (Joe Hipp),  seconded  (Bob 
Mills).

Sonny  Gillespie,  INTO Area President,  gave  his  report  to  the  Chapter  from 
the  PresidentÕs Forum.  He indicated  that  things,  both  financially  and 
member-wise,  are beginning  to  turn  around  and  starting  to  gain  numbers.  
He also  explained  the  ÒDozen Does  ITÓ promotion  by  FMCA.  This  is  to 
encourage  Chapters  to  recruit  more  members.   This  has  been  in  the  FMCA 
Magazine and on the FMCA Web Site.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Visit us online at:
www.fmca-hfh.com
CHAPTER OFFICERS:

PRESIDENT
Fred OÕDonnell (and Ronda)
fodonnell1@earthlink.net
(704) 965-8107

VP Ð BUILD COORDINATOR
Dave Fridline (and Nancy Jo)
dandnjfrid@live.com
(585) 739-6808

VP Ð COMMUNICATIONS
Tom Braum (and Marion)
tom@braum.com
(303) 903-0314

VP Ð MEMBERSHIP
Kay Piper (& David)
kaypiper@aol.com
(405) 833-8471

SECRETARY Ð TREASURER
Sue Salter (and Dave)
fmcahfhst08@hotmail.com
(214) 546-3804

NATIONAL DIRECTOR
Dave Salter (and Sue)
salter64@hotmail.com
(214) 546-1942

ALT. NATIONAL DIRECTOR
Fred OÕDonnell (and Ronda)
fodonnell1@earthlink.net
(704) 965-8107

WEBMASTER
Tom Braum
tom@braum.com

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Bill McLaughlin (and Rosemary)
billrosemarymcl@aol.com
(860) 388-2769



VP-BUILD COORDINATOR:  Deann Harrington announced the builds that have been scheduled so far.  They were 
Farmington, NM after Albuquerque; Bend, OR after the Redmond Convention in August and then Vero Beach, FL after the 
SEA Rally in February, 2011.

VP-COMMUNICATIONS:  Report  given  by Bill  McLaughlin  on  behalf  of  Marion  Braum.   Marion  requests  that  anyone  with 
stories  or  information  to  include  in  the  newsletter  keep  her  informed  by  email.   SheÕd love  to  have photos  from  Chapter 
builds to include with the newsletter on the website.

VP-MEMBERSHIP:  Dave Salter  reported  that  in  December  2009,  there  were  109  members  whose  dues  were  expiring.   As 
of  the convention,  49  still  had  not  responded  and  approximately  15  had  replied,  declining  to  renew  for  various  reasons.  
We had  3  new members  and  3  renewals  sign  up  at the Habitat  Table.   As  of  the  meeting,  we have  141  paid  up  members. 
He also  thanked  the  members  that  tended  the  Habitat  Table  in  the  Information  Center  and  the  people  who  supported  the 
Habitat Table at the Chapter Fair.

NATIONAL DIRECTOR:  Fred OÕDonnell revisited  the  Medex  Contract  and  budget  issues  from  the  Bowling  Green FMCA 
Convention.   He also  reported  that  the  entire  INTO Executive  Board  would  be up  for  elections.   At this  time,  the  candidates 
had not been announced.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Bill  stated  that  he just  wanted  to  tell  everyone  that  his  presidential  experiences  had  been  very 
good,  attending  conventions  and  builds.   He was encouraged  that  builds  were beginning  to  fill  up,  especially  in  Florida  in 
February.  He asked everyone to get involved and keep the program going.

OLD BUSINESS: There was no old business.

NEW BUSINESS:  John Harder,  Charmaine  Irwin  and  Barri  Amor  were the  nominating  Committee  for  this  yearÕs elections.  
Since Barri  Amor  has  passed  away  very  unexpectedly  earlier  this  year,  John delivered  a very  heartwarming  remembrance  of 
him.   He also  thanked  the  outgoing  officers  for  the  jobs  they  had  done  for  the  Chapter.   John then  announced  the 
candidates for the offices in our Chapter.

# # Fred OÕDonnell# # # President
# # Dave Fridline # # # 1st VP Ð Build Coordinator
# # Tom Braum # # # 2nd VP Ð Communications
# # Kay Piper # # # 3rd VP Ð Membership
# # Sue Salter # # # Secretary
# # Sue Salter # # # Treasurer
# # Dave Salter # # # National Director
# # Dan Kenreck # # # Alternative National Director

All  offices  were  unchallenged  except  for  the  Alternative  National  Director.   Doug  Key nominated  Fred OÕDonnell from  the 
floor  and  it  was seconded  by Corbett  Pool.   All  unopposed  nominees  were voted  in  by  simple  ayes.   The votes  of  members 
present  elected  Fred OÕDonnell as the  Alternative  National  Director.   John asked  for  a motion  to  destroy  the  ballots, 
seconded  and passed;  he  then  asked  for  a motion  to  accept the  nomination  report  and  election  results,  seconded  and 
passed.

Dave Fridline made a motion to purchase a brick for Barri Amor in Americus, seconded and passed.

2011 FMCA Summer Convention will be in Madison, WI Ð August 10 Ð 13, 2011.

Deann presented the Òpast presidentÓ plaque to Bill for his four years of service.

Motion to adjourn was made by Bob Mills, seconded by Lise Giguere.  Meeting adjourned at 4:11 PM

Respectfully Submitted:
Sue Salter, Secretary/Treasurer


